Subject: Mr Shimon Peres visits the EU at a time when Israel shows absolutely no interest in peace or even any willingness to alter its practices of segregation, administrative detention or settlement construction.
 
Dear Honourable Members of the European Parliament, 
 
We have been informed that Mr Shimon Peres will be addressing the European Parliament this week. In order to the last EU Heads of Mission Report 2012 on Jerusalem which states that:
“The European Union is deeply dismayed by and strongly opposes Israeli plans to expand settlements in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, and in particular plans to develop the E1 area ” we hope that you will use this opportunity to inform Mr Peres, that he is not welcome as long as he lends his assistance in protecting the very regime perpetrating human rights violations on a daily basis. As you are probably very aware, Palestinian youth and children are being gunned down and arrested simply because of their participation in protests demanding for their rights and the rights of Palestinian prisoners to be respected: the right to freedom of speech and to a fair trial.
 
Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land violates multiple laws at the core of the international system of justice. In particular, it contravenes laws against collective punishment (article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention), against the colonization of occupied territories with displacement of the local population and expropriation of its natural resources (article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention), against restricting the freedom of movement and access to education, medical services, culture and gainful employment in the occupied territories (articles 55, 56 and multiple other articles of the Fourth Geneva Convention), against torture (United Nations Convention Against Torture and article 3 of the Fourth Geneva Convention), against the assassination of Palestinian political leaders (article 3 of the Fourth Geneva Convention). In contravention of international law, Israel has incarcerated outside of the Occupied Territories, without charge and without due process, ten thousand Palestinian political prisoners, including juveniles, democratically elected members of parliament and hundreds of others (in violation of section IV of the Fourth Geneva Convention). Similarly, Israel’s West Bank Barrier (known also as the apartheid wall) is being built in violation of international statutes, according to the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice.

Given this context, hosting a visit by Mr Peres appears to be an attempt at officially legitimizing the systematic violations of the international law, humanitarian law, the law of armed conflict and collective human rights, which have become part and parcel of Israeli policy. 

You will have a chance to call the state of Israel to account for the disastrous effects the occupation has had on the Palestinian people for generations, all to the benefit of only part of the population. This week alone a segregated bus line has been put in place to transport Palestinian workers back to their homes in the West Bank, only reinforcing existing racist tendencies among settler populations.  
 
Just a few facts to remind you of what is happening on the ground:
 
· The on-going colonisations and expansion of existing settlements on Palestinian lands, now even threatening Palestinian communities with displacement effectively trying to replace them and change the demographic realities on the ground.
· The extremely regular attacks by armed settlers on Palestinian communities destroying land, trees, crops, structures and attacking people often under the protection of Israeli soldiers.
· The on-going attacks on Gaza (on people well beyond the 100m perimeter from the fence and on fishermen), violating the latest ceasefire between Hamas and Israel.
· The use of cluster
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· The continued construction of the Wall already declared illegal by the International Court in The Hague.
· The Ethnic Cleansing in Jerusalem: painfully clear when Palestinian families are evicted to be replaced with Israeli settlers.
· The separate
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· Even when people are aware of these crimes committed by Israel, some people still prefer to represent Mr Peres as a defender of peace. Even though as the Minister of Defence in Yitzhak Rabin’s first government, Mr Peres was one of those who sided with the settlers of Sebastya, some of the first settlers in the West Bank, in 1975. Later on in that year, he planted the first tree in the new settlement of Ofra, and was on the governmental committee which oversaw the establishment of the settlement of Ariel.
 
 In September 1986, Mr Peres authorized the kidnapping and torture of an Israeli citizen in Rome, whistle blower Mordechai Vanunu, who objects to Israeli nuclear power - a clear violation of international law. Mr Peres was also one of the architects of Israel’s military Nuclear Centre in Dimona, a project which has instigated a dangerous non-conventional arms race in the Middle East. He lent moral and military support

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"to

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"South

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"Africa

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"’

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"brutal

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"apartheid
regime

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank", 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"including its

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"nuclear

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank"project

HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/23/israel-south-africa-nuclear-weapons" \t "_blank". 
 
As Prime Minister, in April 1996, and as part of Israel’s “Operation Grapes of Wrath”, Shimon Peres authorized the mass
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Shimon Peres is not a man of peace and is representing a government not interested in peace. Recommendations from the consuls of Jerusalem, who witness Israel’s crimes on a daily basis, should be put into practice as soon as possible.
 
We hope that you will confront Mr Peres with these issues and that you will call for sanctions against the state of Israel until they comply with international law.
